Some Aspects of the Northern Province
intelligence and readiness to work. In a country where
rain is scarce, the Nile is the sole source of irrigation,
the simplest form being provided by its annual fall after
the flood has reached its peak during the first half of
September. As the river gradually recedes, the slopes of
the banks and islands in the bed of the river, are sown
with millet, maize, wheat, barley, lubia, lupins and other
crops. Once sown they receive no further watering. In
the early spring the sand banks are sown with water-
melons.
Another method of irrigation is the inundation of the
former bed of the Nile in places where the river has cut
itself a new channel. In order to inundate these natural
basins, canals have to be cut some distance upstream to
let in the flood as it rises. To regulate the inundation
of the basin and to ensure the irrigation of as large an
area as possible, banks and regulators are.constructed, and
a drain, provided with a regulator, is dug at the down-
stream end of the basin to drain off the water and prevent
the land becoming waterlogged. This form of irrigation
is common in Egypt where it is being rapidly replaced
by perennial irrigation giving vastly improved results.
In the Sudan it is also in use at Tokar and Kassala where
the flood water of the Khor Baraka and the Gash is con-
trolled in much the same way.
In Haifa there are only two small basins at Faras and
Debeira. In Dongola much money was expended before
and during the War on basin works all along the Nile,
but except for the Kerma basin of some 70,000 feddans
which produces fine crops of wheat, beans and peas, none
of the others do much more than provide the local inhabi-
tants with a much-needed supply of grazing for their
animals and with wood for domestic purposes. Southern
District has several basins, the biggest being Wad Hamid,
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